
December 7th, 2025 - 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

TRANSFORMING SPIRITS, HEARTS & MINDS
Parafia Świętego Carlo Acutisa Parroquia de San Carlo Acutis



Saturday Mass
 5:00 p.m. - English (SH)

Sunday Mass
 8:30 a.m. - Polish (SH)
 9:30 a.m. - English (SJB)
 11:00 a.m. - English (SH)
 12:30 p.m. - Spanish (SH) Nov- April 30
 and then (SJB) May 1 - October 31

Daily Mass
 8:00 a.m. Monday - Tuesday & 
 Thursday - Saturday (SH)
 8:30 a.m. Wednesday (SJB)

MASS SCHEDULE & DIRECTORY

Contact Us Today, All Are Welcome!
Rev. Edward J. Howe, C.R.
Pastor
ehowe@carloacutisparish.org

Rev. Tomasz Wojciechowski, C.R.
Resident
twojciechowski@carloacutisparish.org

Rev. Eugene Szarek, C.R.
Resident
geneszarek@hotmail.com

Daniel Cabrera
Deacon
dcabrera@carloacutisparish.org

Kevin M. Kucik
Deacon
kkucik@carloacutisparish.org

Guillermo Mendizabal
Deacon
gmendizabal@carloacutisparish.org

Richard Martin
Business Manager
rmartin@carloacutisparish.org

Guille McMahon
Parish Secretary
gmcmahon@carloacutisparish.org

Phone: 773-486-1660
Hours: M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Email: SCAPoffice@carloacutisparish.org
Website: www.carloacutisparish.org
Socials: @carloacutischi

Isabel Patino
Administrative Assistant
ipatino@carloacutisparish.org

Halina Pydych
Youth Formation
hpydych@carloacutisparish.org

Louis Russo
Operations
lrusso@carloacutisparish.org

Michael White
Liturgy & Music 
mtwhite@carloacutisparish.org

Check out our website carloacutisparish.org and follow us @carloacutischi for the most up to date news

St. Hedwig (SH)
2226 N. Hoyne Ave.

Chicago, IL 60647

St. John Berchmans
(SJB)
2517 W. Logan Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60647

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

PARISH SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation
4:15 p.m. - 4:45pm Saturday - SH
(Before 5pm Mass)
*also by appointment

Anointing of the Sick
8:00 a.m. First Friday - SH
Please call the Parish Office to receive this
sacrament of healing if a family member is
ill or preparing for surgery. 

Marriage
Congrats! Please contact the Parish Office
six months prior to the wedding date.
Please remember that at least one of the
persons should be a registered, active
parishioner for four months or more.  

Baptism
We are excited to meet you. If you would
like to baptize your child, Please contact
the Parish Office at 773-486-1660 or go to
the forms page on our website



Check out our website carloacutisparish.org and follow us @carloacutischi for the most up to date news

LITURGICAL

This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the
wilderness eating “locusts and wild honey” (Mark
1:6). It’s not just a strange historical detail. It’s a
symbolic expression of a healthy spiritual diet. The
path to Christ includes both the hard and the
beautiful, the gritty and the sweet. We have to learn
to gulp the locusts and savor the honey.
I remember working with a young couple preparing
for marriage. They were sincere, but raw — barely
beginning to discover faith. Part of me wanted to
rush them ahead, to fill in all the gaps, to bombard
them with scripture and church documents. I
swallowed that instinct. It was like eating locusts.
But I also recall them light up as they spoke about
each other, about their first child, then their second.
And they wanted to be close to God. Something
innocent and beautiful was unfolding. That was the
honey. I knew God was asking me to savor it. 
This Advent, maybe we’re each being invited to
accept both locusts and honey. Maybe it’s time to
stop avoiding the difficult parts of faith — prayer that
feels dry, the call to repentance, the patience with
the troublesome. It’s time to eat some locusts.
But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives
us: a peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy
of serving someone else, new life, good intentions of
our friends. That’s the honey. Savor it!
John didn’t avoid either. He took it all in. And so can
we. What are your locusts? Your honey? If we let
God feed us with both, we’ll be ready — really ready
— for the coming of Christ.

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Eucharistic Adoration
7:00a - 7:00p – Monday through
Saturday
(Please call the Parish Office for
access code to Blessed Carlo
Acutis chapel)

Anointing of the Sick
After the 8:00a Mass – First
Friday of the month

Novena to St. Peregrine
Novena to the patron saint for
persons suffering from cancer,
AIDS or other chronic illnesses.
8:30a – 8:45a – First Friday of
the month

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Novena
8:30a - 8:45a – Tuesdays

Holy Hour – (En Espanol)
7:00p - 9:00p – Tuesdays

Circulo de Oracion – 
(En Espanol)
Reflection, Prayer and
Singing/Reflexion, Oracion y
Canto
7:00p - 9:00p – Fridays

Litany of the Sacred Heart
8:30a - 8:45a – Second Friday of
the month

Litany of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
8:30a - 8:45a – Saturdays

DOLMA – Rosary and Our
Lady of Manaoag Novena
4:00p - 5:00p – First Saturday of
the month

Consagracion a Nuestra
Virgen De Guadalupe
12:00p - Primer Domingo
(SJB) May 1 - October 31
(SH) November 1 - April 30



NEWS & EVENTS

Check out our website carloacutisparish.org and follow us @carloacutischi for the most up to date news

$25 only to help with distribution
Accepted thru Sun 12/14
Aldi, Jewel, Marianos, Target, Walmart
Drop off at school, the Parish office or 

       in the basket at mass

GIFT CARDS FOR GOOD
Help a family in need with this

wonderful family tradition



OPERATING  INCOME AND EXPENSE
STATEMENT
Fiscal year: July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

CHURCH INCOME
Collections (1)
Religious Education
Rental
Fundraising
Other Income (2)
Total Church Income

SCHOOL INCOME
Tuition & Fees
Fundraising
Other Income (2)
Total School Income

Total Parish Income

CHURCH EXPENSE
Salaries & Benefits (3)
Liturgy & Music
Ministry, Outreach & Hospitality (4)
Office Expenses
Profesional Services
Utilities
Property Operations (5)
Archdioceses Assessment
Total Church Expense

SCHOOL EXPENSE
Salary & Benefits (3)
Curriculium
Office Expenses
Profesional Services
Utilities
Property Operations (5)
Archdioceses Assessment
Misc 
Total School Expense

Total Parish Expense

 
$           462,918.22 
$             12,727.40 
$           485,632.78 
$                2,716.20 
$           212,265.01 
$       1,176,259.61

$        2,739,632.61 
$           467,068.95 
$             82,820.88 
$       3,289,522.44 
$        4,465,782.05 

$           570,530.51 
$             28,597.02 
$             24,717.61 
$             12,360.39 
$             50,775.94 
$           178,474.71 
$           178,622.65 
$           190,582.88 
$       1,234,661.71 

$        2,262,815.04 
$           115,767.06 
$             80,166.76 
$             75,630.76 
$           107,481.95 
$           329,357.84 
$             19,404.00 
$             47,222.21 
$       3,037,845.62 
$        4,272,507.33 

FOOTNOTES:
(1) Collections include Sunday, holy day,
Christmas, Easter, other collections and
fees
(2) Other Income includes​ interest income
and​ miscellaneous income.
(3) The Salary & Benefits​ line items include
salaries/​ benefits, accrued salaries​ and
bonuses for all full-time employees​ and
part-time staff: clergy,​ educational,
administrative,​ music/liturgy, ministry,​
maintenance, etc.
(4) Ministry, Outreach &​ Hospitality includes
all​ ministry costs, including the​ Religious
Ed Department.
(5) Property Operations for​ the parish
campus includes​ Maintenance &​
Property/Casualty Insurance.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Thanks to very generous donations and the
SJB scholarship fund, over $230,000 was
distributed to students this year.

UPDATES
In FY 2025, we celebrated the life and
legacy of St. Carlo Acutis with a series of
Carlo Fest events, culminating in the
anticipation of his Canonization. These
festivities included a special visit from
Archbishop Sorrentino of Assisi.
To honor our parish patron saint, we
commissioned bronze busts for both
churches and a beautiful mosaic.
Our parish continued to offer many needed
resources to those in need at our Parish
Food Pantry and other opportunities for
giving.

Both sites benefited from significant facility
improvements. These included enhanced
landscaping, boiler system upgrades, the
artistic painting of the sanctuary ceiling at
SJB, an automated door opener to improve
ramp accessibility for individuals with
disabilities at SH and a new PA/Emergency
Communication System at SJB school. Most
of these accomplishments took place
through fundraising and donations beyond
Sunday Collections.



Saturday, December 6, 2025
8:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Carlo Acutis Parish
5:00 PM
† Shirley Newman
† Harriet E. Nega 
† Kasmer Duckunue
† Kenneth W. Hansen
† Deceased Members of Dr. Antonio
Bautista & Reyes Family
H&B Vocations for Priesthood & Religious Life

Sunday, December 7, 2025
8:30 AM
† Joseph Boruch
H&B Vocations for Priesthood & Religious Life
9:30 AM
† Florence Brzezinski 
H&B Vocations for Priesthood & Religious Life
11:00 AM
† Eduardo Martin
† John Pasko
† Kenneth W. Hansen
† Nora O'Malley
H&B Vocations for Priesthood & Religious Life
12:30 PM
† Yesenia Delgado
† Luis Roldan
† Manuel Alvarez
SyB Vocaciones al Sacerdocio y Vida
Religiosa

Monday, December 8, 2025
8:00 AM
H&B Congregation of the Resurrection
H&B Marilyn Owen
H&B Don & Cathy Zaleski
6:30 PM
Parishioners of St. Carlo Acutis Parish

Tuesday, December 9, 2025
8:00 AM
† Andrea Pozdol & Bette Snider

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
8:30 AM
Parishioners of St. Carlo Acutis Parish

MASS INTENTIONS & PRAYER REQUESTS
Thursday, December 11, 2025
9:30 AM
† Robert S. Nakoneczny
† Vera Hernandez
Friday, December 12, 2025
8:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Carlo Acutis Parish
7:00 PM
† Manuel Pantoja
† Erasto Pantoja

Saturday, December 13, 2025
8:00 AM
† Helen M. Kurpiewski
5:00 PM
† Harriet E. Nega 
† Catherine & Leonard Dembkowski
† Maria Guadalupe Camacho Sanchez

Sunday, December 14, 2025
8:30 AM
Parishioners of St. Carlo Acutis Parish
9:30 AM
Parishioners of St. Carlo Acutis Parish
11:00 AM
† Joseph Paulin
† Eduardo Martin
† Dolores Pencz
† Marilyn Link
† Jose G. & Carolina Benavides
12:30 PM
Feligreses de la Parroquia de San Carlo
Acutis

Check out our website carloacutisparish.org and follow us @carloacutischi for the most up to date news

Jose V. Sanchez, Marcos Torres, Jose &
Maria Garcia, Frank McMahon, Maria
Mendizabal, Helen Jendricks, Lori Turner
Alfirevich, Ben Leo, Ligia G. Galvan de la
Cruz, Sergio Torres, Genaro Cortes, Antonio
Alcantara, Lukas Fitzpatrick, Ryan Krug, Fr.
Paul Reicher, Juan B. Gonzalez, Rose M.
Martin, Shaun Druckmiller, Meg Fiorenza

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS



Check out our website carloacutisparish.org and follow us @carloacutischi for the most up to date news

TRANSLATION
W tym tygodniu słyszymy, że Jan Chrzciciel
przebywał na pustyni, jedząc „szarańczę i
miód leśny” (Mk 1,6). To nie tylko dziwny
szczegół historyczny. To symboliczny wyraz
zdrowej diety duchowej. Droga do Chrystusa
obejmuje zarówno to, co trudne, jak i piękne,
to, co ziarniste, i to, co słodkie. Musimy
nauczyć się połykać szarańczę i delektować
się miodem.
Pamiętam, jak pracowałam z młodą parą
przygotowującą się do ślubu. Byli szczerzy,
ale niedoświadczeni – ledwo zaczynali
odkrywać wiarę. Część mnie chciała ich
ponaglić, wypełnić wszystkie luki, zasypać ich
Pismem Świętym i dokumentami kościelnymi.
Połknęłam ten instynkt. To było jak jedzenie
szarańczy.
Ale pamiętam też, jak się rozpromienili,
rozmawiając o sobie nawzajem, o swoim
pierwszym dziecku, a potem o drugim. I
chcieli być blisko Boga. Rozwijało się coś
niewinnego i pięknego. To był miód.
Wiedziałam, że Bóg prosi mnie, abym się nim
delektowała.
W tym Adwencie być może każdy z nas jest
zaproszony do przyjęcia zarówno szarańczy,
jak i miodu. Może nadszedł czas, by przestać
unikać trudnych aspektów wiary – modlitwy,
która wydaje się jałowa, wezwania do pokuty,
cierpliwości w obliczu trudności. Czas zjeść
trochę szarańczy.
Ale musimy również zauważyć drobne dary,
które daje nam Bóg: chwilę spokoju, dobrą
rozmowę, radość ze służenia komuś innemu,
nowe życie, dobre intencje naszych
przyjaciół. To jest miód. Delektuj się nim!
Jan nie unikał ani jednego, ani drugiego.
Przyjął to wszystko. I my też możemy. Czym
jest twoja szarańcza? Twoim miodem? Jeśli
pozwolimy Bogu karmić nas jednym i drugim,
będziemy gotowi – naprawdę gotowi – na
przyjście Chrystusa.

— Ojciec John Muir

©LPi

Esta semana escuchamos que Juan el
Bautista estaba en el desierto comiendo
“langostas y miel silvestre” (Marcos 1:6). No es
solo un detalle histórico extraño. Es una
expresión simbólica de una dieta espiritual
saludable. El camino hacia Cristo incluye
tanto lo difícil como lo hermoso, lo áspero
como lo dulce. Tenemos que aprender a
tragar las langostas y saborear la miel.
Recuerdo haber trabajado con una joven
pareja preparándose para el matrimonio. Eran
sinceros, pero inmaduros; apenas
comenzaban a descubrir la fe. Una parte de
mí quería apresurarlos, llenar todos los
vacíos, bombardearlos con las Escrituras y
los documentos de la iglesia. Me tragué ese
instinto. Era como comer langostas.
Pero también recuerdo que se iluminaban al
hablar el uno del otro, de su primer hijo, luego
del segundo. Y querían estar cerca de Dios.
Algo inocente y hermoso se estaba
desarrollando. Esa era la miel. Sabía que Dios
me pedía que la saboreara.
En este Adviento, tal vez cada uno de
nosotros esté siendo invitado a aceptar tanto
las langostas como la miel. Tal vez sea hora
de dejar de evadir las partes difíciles de la fe:
la oración que se siente seca, el llamado al
arrepentimiento, la paciencia con los
problemas. Es hora de comer langostas.
Pero también necesitamos apreciar los
pequeños regalos que Dios nos da: un
momento de paz, una buena conversación, la
alegría de servir a alguien, una nueva vida, las
buenas intenciones de nuestros amigos. Esa
es la miel. ¡Disfrútala!
Juan no evitó ninguna de las dos. Lo absorbió
todo. Y nosotros también podemos. ¿Cuáles
son tus langostas? ¿Tu miel? Si dejamos que
Dios nos alimente con ambas, estaremos
listos, realmente listos, para la venida de
Cristo.

— Padre John Muir

©LPi



			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Hedwig, Chicago, IL	 A 4C 01-0098

BOULEVARD BIKES

Expert Sales & Service

2769 N. Milwaukee

773-235-9109

www.boulevardbikeshop.com

Colonial-Wojciechowski Funeral Homes 
8025 W. Golf Road - Niles - (847) 581-0536 

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave. - Chicago - (773) 774-0366 
Owned and Operated Since 1905 by the Wojciechowski Family     www.colonialfuneral.com

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc.

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

“Serving the Archdiocese of Chicago Since 1913.”

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 

Satisfaction Guaranteed As 

We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

	 TRADITIONAL	 REHEARSALS, WEDDINGS

	 ITALIAN FOOD	 FUNERAL LUNCHEONS

	 F	 F

	COCKTAIL LOUNGE	 BAPTISMS

	 F	 F

	 LUNCH & DINNER	 PRIVATE

	 	 PARTIES

		

WWW.CLUBLUCKYCHICAGO.COM 

1824 W. WABANSIA 

773-227-2300

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME DJ Cruz

dcruz@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x7010

	
OFFERING MANUFACTURING 
JOBS IN THE CHICAGO AND 
CHICAGOLAND SUBURBS

• Machine Operations

• General Labor

• Sales & CS

• Warehouse & Forklift Operator

773-267-3400

Importers & Distributors of Quality 

Foods and Confections

www.polishfolklore.com

PFI USA INC.

MDMedAlert!™
/mo.$1995

Starting At

800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
CALL NOW!

“STAY SAFE in the 

HOME YOU LOVE!”

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com

SR-2
2

SOLD HERE

Precios Bajos Seguro de Auto 
Auto Insurance Made Simple

ASEGURAMOS A TODOS*

	 SR-22 Responsabilidad Financiera

	 No Revisamos su Historial de Crédito

	 ¿No Tiene Licencia de Conducir? ¡No Hay Problema!

	 Cobertura el Mismo Día* 
*algunas restricciones pueden aplicar

866.274.5111 - SIMPLYINS.COM


